
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: Douglas House 
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY Survey No.: PG:82A-36 

Property Address 10301 Old Indian Head Road, Upper Marlboro vicinity. Prince George's County 
Owner Name/Address Michael and Linda Reamy, 10301 Old Indian Head Road, Upper Marlboro MP 20772 
Year Built circa 1905 

Description: 

The Douglas House was previously surveyed by the Maryland National-Capital Park and Planning Commission in 1986. 
Since the time of the previous survey, the house has been covered in vinyl siding and the porch rail has been replaced. 
The tobacco barn formerly located on the site has been demolished. A small family cemetery is located behind the 
Douglas house and Concordia Lutheran Church. The cemetery is surrounded by a chain-link fence and has an informal 
arrangement. The stones range in date from 1865 to 1989. Twelve stones are associated with the Tayman-Franklin-
Deeters family. They are generally grouped by immediate family and surrounded by low concrete walls. 

National Register Evaluation: 

The Douglas House is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property is not eligible under Criterion 
A, as research conducted indicates no association with events or trends significant in the development of national, state or 
local history. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with persons who have made specific 
contributions to history, and therefore it does not meet Criterion B. The property is not eligible under Criterion C because 
the house is an undistinguished example of an early-twentieth century vernacular residence. Also, the replacement of the 
porch rail and the addition of vinyl siding have compromised the integrity of the property. The cemetery does not meet 
Criterion Consideration D, as historic research indicates that the site does not contain graves of persons of transcendent 
importance, nor does it contain grave markers of distinctive design. 

MHT CONCURRENCE: \ / 
Eligibility recommended / not recommended 
Criteria A BV, C S D Considerations A B C D E F G None 
Comments: 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #82A-36 Bui lding Date: ca. 1905 

Bui ld ing Name: Douglas House 

Locat ion: 10301 Old Indian Head Road, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible 

Descript ion 

The Douglas-Reamy House is a two-and-one-half-story frame cross-gable 
dwel l ing in the shape of an L. I t is a va r ia t ion of the gab le- f ron t -and-
wing p lan , and is d is t inguished by a pro ject ing bay and wraparound 
verandah. The pr inc ipa l east facade consists of a one-by-three-bay f r o n t -
gable section which is h igh l ighted by a two-story pro ject ing semi-octagonal 
bay; the bay has a three-plane hip roof and molded corn ice. Above the roof 
of the pro jec t ing bay in the gable end is a four-sect ion lunet te window; 
the gable end at t h i s level is covered with German siding painted wh i te . A 
one-by-two-bay wing extends south from (and f lush with) the p r inc ipa l east 
gable end. A one-story h ip - roof porch shelters the door, and continues 
south to wrap around the south gable end. The porch is supported by turned 
posts and rests on br ick p i e r s ; a metal r a i l i n g has recently been added. 
The o r i g ina l German s id ing has been covered (except high in the east gable 
end) by gray asbestos sh ing le . Cornices are molded and boxed, and painted 
wh i te . They are returned at a l l gable ends. There are two corbel led br ick 
chimneys at the r idge , nearly centered in each of the west and south sec­
t ions of the e l l . There are two addit ions in the rear of the house, a two-
story shed on the westerly wing and a one-story h ip - roo f , screen-enclosed 
porch at the west gable end. 

S ign i f icance: 

The Douglas-Reamy House is a good example of a modest l a te V ic to r ian 
farmhouse. I t was b u i l t in the f i r s t decade of t h i s century by V io le t ta 
Douglas, on land purchased by her husband, Joseph Douglas, a f t e r the C i v i l 
War. The house is a modest, frame L-shaped farmhouse, a var iant of the 
gable-front-and-wing p lan , t yp ica l of dwell ings b u i l t at the tu rn of the 
century. While abandoning the exuberant decorative features of the Queen 
Anne V ic to r ian s t y l e , i t retained the two-story semi-octagonal bay, wrap­
around porch, and c lassic door enframement which gives i t i t s a t t r a c t i v e 
appearance. This modest but a t t r a c t i v e farmhouse is a noticeable landmark 
on the Old Indian Head Road. 

Acreage: 1.15 acres 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey No . PG#82A-36 

Magi No. 

DOE ye s no 

1 . Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Douglas House 

and/or common Reamy House 

2. Location 
street & number 10301 Old Indian Head Road not for publication 

city, town Upper Marl boro vicinity of congressional district 5 

state Md. county Prince George's 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 

^ object 
W 

Ownership 
public 

X private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

X n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
X_ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

X_no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g add resses o f a l l owners ) 

name Warren J . Reamy. J r . 

street & number 10301 Old Indian Head Road te lephone no. 

city,town Upper Marlboro s t a t e and zip code ^d. 20772 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P.G. Co. C o u r t h o u s e l i b e r #3008 

street & number Ma in S t r e e t f o l i o 565 

city,town uPPe r Marlboro state Md. 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
title None 

^ t a t e federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description survey NO. PG#82A-36 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

X goori ruins _x_ altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepa re bo th a sununary paragraph and a genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
v a r i o u s e lements as i t e x i s t s today. 

The Douglas-Reamy House is a two-and-one-half-story frame cross-gable 
house in the shape of an L. I t faces east towards Old Indian Head Road, as 
i t runs through an area of r o l l i n g farmland near Cheltenham. The house is 
a va r ia t i on of the gable-front-and-wing plan, and is dist inguished by a 
pro jec t ing bay and wraparound verandah. 

The pr inc ipa l east facade consists of a one-bay-by-three-bay f ront 
gabled section on the north which is highl ighted by a two-story project ing 
semi-octagonal bay; the bay has a three-plane hip roof and molded cornice, 
and there are 1/1 double hung sash windows in each of i t s three faces. 
Above the roof of the project ing bay in the gable end is a four-sect ion 
lunet te window; the gable end at th i s level is covered with German siding 
painted whi te . 

A one-bay-by-two-bay wing extends south from and f lush with the p r i n ­
c ipa l east gable end. Entrance is in the second bay of i t s two-bay east 
facade through a four-panel door. The entrance has three-pane transom and 
two-pane s i de l i gh t s , and a pla in board surround. A one-story hip-roof 
porch shelters the door, and continues south to wrap around the south gable 
end. The porch is supported by turned posts and rests on brick p ie rs ; a 
metal r a i l i n g has recently been added. 

The house was o r i g i n a l l y sided with German s id ing , now covered (except 
high in the east gable end) by gray asbestos shingle. Windows are 2/2 
double hung sash with plain board surrounds painted whi te. There are no 
shu t te rs . At t h i r d level in each of the west and south gable ends is a 
small four-pane single-sash window. The cross gable roof is covered with 
gray asphalt sh ing le . Cornices are molded and boxed, and painted whi te . 
They are returned at a l l gable ends. There are two corbelled brick chim­
neys at the r idge, nearly centered in each of the west and south sections 
of the e l l . The bui ld ing rests on a br ick foundat ion, in some places 
parged with concrete. 

There are two addit ions in the rear of the house. A lower two-story 
shed addi t ion extends the westerly wing one bay to the south; across i t s 
widened west gable end is a one-story h ip- roof , screen-enclosed porch which 
shel ters a rear entrance in the f i r s t bay of th is west gable end. The 
entrance has a single-pane transom. 



8. Significance Survey No. PG#82A-36 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

* 1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

. conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates c a ^905 Builder/Architect 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : A B C D 
and/or 

Appl icable Except ion: A B C D E F G 

Level of S ign i f i c ance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Douglas-Reamy House is a good example of a modest late V ic tor ian 
farmhouse. I t stands on the old road between Rosaryvi l le and Brandywine, 
in a s t i l l - r u r a l area east of Crain Highway. 

This house was b u i l t on the Cottage Grove farm in the f i r s t decade of 
t h i s century by V io le t ta Douglas. After the C iv i l War, her husband, Joseph 
Douglas had purchased the 170-acre Tayman family farm known as Cottage 
Grove; the Tayman family reserved r ights to the family burial ground on 
t h i s land . l Later , c i rca 1905, (possibly a f ter the loss of her own dwel­
l i n g ) V io le t ta Douglas, widow of Joseph, had the subject dwelling con­
s t ruc ted . ^ i t was a modest frame L-shaped farmhouse, a variant of the 
gable-front-and-wing plan, typ ica l of dwellings b u i l t at the turn of the 
century. While abandoning the exuberant decorative features of the Queen 
Anne Victor ian s t y l e , i t retained the two-story semi-octagonal bay, wrap­
around porch, and classic door enframement which gives i t i t s a t t r ac t i ve 
appearance. 

Af ter Mrs. Douglas l e f t the area (ca. 1920) th is small farm became the 
residence of the Grow, Roach and Reamy fami l ies .3 The house stands next 
to the farm lane which leads to the Tayman family graveyard. A small 
tobacco barn, now on a separate parcel of land, completes the small farm 
complex. This modest but a t t rac t i ve farmhouse is a noticeable landmark on 
the Old Indian Head Road. 

Notes 

1 Prince George's County Deed, FS #4:274. 

2 Prince George's County Tax Assessments, 1890-1920. 

3 Prince George's County Deeds, #172:337; #333:267, 269; #417:376; 
#407:241; #2512:55; #2654:319, 323; #3008:565. Prince George's County 
Equity, B-3759. 



9. Major Bibliographical References survey NO. PG#82A-36 

Cf. Notes, item #8 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 .15 ar. rps 
QuarirangiP name Brandywine. Section B 

UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

Tax map 127, parcel 142 
Quadrangle scale 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state 

state code county 

state code county 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pear l , Research His tor ian 

organization H is to r i c Preservation Commission 

street & number c/o County Planning, MNCPPC 

city or town Upper Marlboro 

or county boundaries 

date Auqus t 1986 

telephone 9 5 2 - 3 5 2 1 

state Md. 

code 

code 

• 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey No. PG#82A-36 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

Description (continued) Section 7 Page _̂__ 

Just west of the house is a small shed-roof storage shed with ver t i ca l 
board s id ing . 

A short distance northwest of the house, on the other side of the 
unpaved farm lane, is a gable roof barn with ver t i ca l board s id ing ; i t has 
a lean-to wing on each side, and i t s roof is covered with standing seam 
t i n . 

Beyond the barn, fur ther west and jus t outside of the subject dwell ing 
parcel , is a fenced graveyard. This is the bur ia l ground of the Tayman 
fami ly , who owned th is farm, "Cottage Grove", in the nineteenth century. 







PG#82A-36 

Douglas-Reamy House 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1986 
South elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 
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Douglas-Reamy House 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1986 
Barn, view to northwest 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 
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Douglas-Reamy House 
Prince George's county, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1986 
Northwest 3/4 elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 
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Douglas-Reamy House 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
April 1986 
East elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 


